
EMEMBER WHEN ALL IT TOOK WAS A
pup tent in the backyard to bring on a mixture of
excitement, adventure and contentment? Now

imagine going back in time, recapturing bygone
days of childhood while enjoying a few adult amenities—in
your backyard.

If you relish the idea of getting away but don’t have the
time or energy to make it happen, then consider the follow-
ing local vacation destinations. Some you may know and
some may surprise you, but one thing is certain: these unique
retreats can provide you with a welcome respite and a dose of
backyard telemetry.
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Backyard  
Vacations

HISTORIC INNS NEARBY MAKE A SHORT VACATION JAUNT 
AS CONVENIENT AS YOUR BACKYARD—AND MORE FUN

BY ROBYN KLESATH ROBERTSON
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Pecan trees line the gravel path to the river behind Warner Hall. They are believed to have been
planted 300 years ago to block the manor house from the view of pirates roaming the Mobjack Bay. 
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The Boxwood Inn
Built in the late 1890s, The Boxwood Inn is the only bed and breakfast

located in Newport News. The original owner was Simon “the boss man”
Curtis of Warwick County, a turn-of-the-century tax assessor, tax collec-
tor and treasurer. He also ran the hardware store, grocery store, freight
office and post office. Upon retirement, his sons brought in the area’s first
Ford dealership and service garage—and then turned the upstairs bed-
rooms of their home into a hotel for Camp Eustis officers during World
War I and World War II.

One hundred years after it was built, the house fell into disrepair and
was condemned. If not for the efforts of Bob and Barbara Lucas, a retired
Air Force couple, the dwelling would have been torn down and rebuilt as
a Burger King. In a labor of love, the Lucases renovated the dilapidated
property and became only its third owners in 107 years.

It took the Lucases two years to finish renovations and move into this
10,000-square foot home, which opened in 1998 as The Boxwood Inn,
bed and breakfast. Barbara Lucas describes the house as “very plantation
style with a center hallway, four rooms downstairs and four rooms
upstairs.” Situated on two acres, the inn boasts 14-foot ceilings, and has all

the original hardware, glass and flooring.
While busy season is typically summer-

time, the inn also does an exceptional win-
tertime business—and you don’t even need
to spend the night to enjoy the fun.

“Last year we had 27 bus tours come
through the home,” says Barbara. “We run a
special called the Dickens Dinner where we
turn the clock back to the Victorian era
every night of the week. We have costumed
carolers, we offer an authentic wassail toast
and we serve a festive Christmas dinner
with Olde English roast beef and Yorkshire
pudding.”

Come January, the house turns into the
Robert Burns Pub, in honor of the much-
loved Scottish poet. “We do a full Robert

Burns evening where staff don kilts, we have professional dancers and bag-
pipers and we cook highland pub dinners, complete with Scotch whiskey
tastings, haggis (Highland pate) with orange and currant sauce and big slabs
of butter bread.”

Locals can take advantage of the “get away without going away” pack-
age, which includes a gourmet dinner, overnight stay and full breakfast for
$100. There are options for those who don’t wish to stay overnight. “We
can accommodate dinner for two or private parties for 35 or more. We
have four rotating guest chefs from the Johnson and Wales Culinary
School. One of my favorite meals is the chicken breast stuffed with apri-
cots in a blackberry merlot sauce.”

You can learn more about The Boxwood Inn, which is featured in two
books: Celebrate Virginia and The Haunted Inns of the Southeast. While Bar-
bara Lucas has never personally experienced any spirits, she does confess
her belief that it was a spirit that called to her to purchase the home in the
beginning. She also continues to feel the strong positive energy left behind
by Simon Curtis and his sons.

The Boxwood Inn
Innkeepers Bob and Barbara Lucas
10 Elmhurst Street, Historic Lee Hall Village
Newport News, VA 23603
757-888-8854
www.boxwood-inn.com
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QGetting There
To The Boxwood Inn

From I-64 W take the exit no. 250A for VA-105 W (Ft. Eustis Blvd). 
Merge onto US-60 W (Warwick Blvd) toward Oakland Plantation Industrial 

Park and turn right onto Elmhurst St.

At the Boxwood Inn, locals can take advantage of the “get away without going away” package, 
which includes a gourmet dinner, overnight stay and full breakfast for $100. 
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The Glencoe Inn
Built in 1890, The Glencoe is a charming Victorian bed and breakfast

with a Scottish flavor, overlooking the Elizabeth River in Historic Olde
Towne Portsmouth. It‘s billed as the community’s first bed and breakfast.
The owner and innkeeper, Anne McGowan-McGlynn, says the inn was
immediately embraced by the community when she opened its doors in
1991 because she had lived in the neighborhood—literally right around
the corner—since her 1979 arrival in Portsmouth.

A native of Scotland, McGowan-Glynn says she immediately felt a kin-
ship to the area. “The community has a strong Scottish influence,” she
says, “everything from the architecture to the street names. I later learned
that a Scotsman founded the Naval Yard, and was instrumental in the
development of the surrounding communities.”

McGowan-Glynn, whose childhood home was similar in structure and
decor to The Glencoe, said it was an act of love to refurbish the Victorian
house that had fallen into disrepair after sitting vacant for six years.

The house still boasts its original crown molding, tiles, fireplace man-
tles, pushbutton lights and hardwood floors. The inn has four spacious
guest rooms (two of which can convert to a suite) replete with period decor
reflective of the Victorian era. On display throughout the inn is Scottish
handmade lace (purchased by McGowan-Glynn in Miles, Scotland),
reproduction cabbage rose wallpaper, beautifully restored Victorian
antiques, Scottish crystal, glassware, china and other Scottish-inspired
memorabilia. Guest rooms are also equipped with private baths, cable and
telephones.

Guests delight in the inn’s spacious porch and can often be found tak-
ing in the many sights and sounds of Olde Towne’s North Street. “We’re
quite porch-friendly,” says McGowan Glynn. “We have folks from area
hotels stroll over here in the afternoon to read, take in a bit of tea (an after-
noon offering available upon request) or just chat for awhile.”

When asked about a previous owner of the house said by some to be
haunting the rose garden, McGowan-Glynn said she’s not witnessed any-
thing unusual, but a guest or two has commented on the distinct smell of
roses in the third-floor guest room. “I’ve experienced it myself, but I’m not
one to put much stock in those types of occurrences,” she adds.

But for the avid ghost hunters, McGowan-Glynn says there are lots of

documented sightings of an old woman lurking in the Hill House Muse-
um across the street. She vividly recalls an incident that occurred shortly
after she purchased the inn: a crew of men hired to cut down a tree on the
property ceased work after a woman banged on an upstairs window and
told them to stop. They learned later that no one lived in the house, nor
had anyone been in the upper rooms that day. Each man described the
same woman, whose portrait hangs in one of the upper floor bedrooms—
a long-deceased resident.

“I’ve not seen her myself; but if I did, I’d wave her over for a gathering
on the porch,” McGowan-Glynn adds with a smile.

The Glencoe Inn Bed and Breakfast
Innkeeper Anne McGowan-McGlynn
222 North Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704
757-397-8128
www.glencoeinn.com
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Getting There
To The Glencoe Inn B & B

From I-264 W toward 

downtown Norfolk 

take exit no. 7 

toward downtown 

Portsmouth and the 

Naval Hospital.

Merge onto 

Crawford Connector 

which becomes 

Crawford St. 

Turn left 

onto North St.

LIFE

On display throught the Glencoe Inn is Scottish handmade lace, reproduction cabbage
rose wallpaper, beautifully restored Victorian antiques, Scottish crystal, glassware, 
china and other Scottish-inspired memorabilia.
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The Inn at Warner Hall
Warner Hall was built circa 1670 by Augustine Warner I, the great-

great-grandfather of George Washington. Nestled along the banks of the
Severn River in Gloucester, this charming English country house links
several historic figures as direct descendants, including Meriwether Lewis,
Robert E. Lee and Queen Elizabeth II.

Innkeepers Theresa and Troy Stavens purchased Warner Hall in 1999,
uniting their passion for hospitality and historic preservation. According to
the Stavenses, a host of talented contractors used the least invasive methods
possible to maintain the manor’s existing floor plan, walls and moldings.

”We were extremely diligent in our efforts to hire only local profession-
als who understood and deeply appreciate the history of the manor and its
surrounding land,” Theresa Stavens says.

After six months of renovations, The Inn at Warner Hall opened to
guests in October 2000. Situated only 30 minutes from Yorktown and an
hour from Norfolk, this enchanting bed and breakfast features eleven guest
rooms, each appointed with a combination of period antiques, eclectic fur-
nishings and art. The rooms boast 10-foot ceilings, private baths and indi-
vidual climate control as well as telephones, Crabtree & Evelyn bath prod-
ucts and more.

Guests can take advantage of complimentary canoes, kayaks and bicy-
cles, or do nothing but relax in a hammock, says Theresa. “Visitors can also
take a stroll along the river. I tell them to check out the pecan trees that
line the gravel path down to the river; they are said to have been planted
300 years ago to block the manor house from the view of pirates roaming
the Mobjack Bay.”

Chef Eric Garcia’s prepares five-course meals with entrees like fennel
and garlic-crusted rack of lamb with goat cheese and leek tart, and desserts
such as frozen peanut butter and chocolate mousse with amaretto sabay-
on. After getting your fill of fine fare, you can retire to your room or relax
with a cocktail from the Inn’s cozy bar and conversation area.

Of interest to serious history buffs, the Stavenses also commissioned
archaeologists David Brown and Thane Harpoole to conduct a study of
the Warner property. The two-and-a-half-year process resulted in the
findings of numerous artifacts, soon to be on display.

Theresa Stavens believes one of the most exciting artifacts uncovered
was a wine bottle with the seal “JEL,” presumably the initials of John and
Elizabeth Lewis, grandparents of Meriwether Lewis (of the famed Lewis
and Clark), who were in residence between 1690 and 1720.

For supernatural buffs, there are some who believe that a friendly spirit
inhabits the Inn. Theresa admits, “A corporate traveler who was checking
out one morning thanked us for waking her, especially since she had for-
gotten to set her alarm clock. The only thing was that we didn’t wake her
and neither did anyone else.” Queen Elizabeth II, perhaps?

The Inn at Warner Hall
Innkeepers Troy and Theresa Stavens
4750 Warner Hall Road, Gloucester, VA 23061
800-331-2720
info@warnerhall.com
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Situated only 30 minutes from Yorktown and an hour from Norfolk, this enchanting bed and breakfast features
eleven guest rooms, each appointed with a combination of period antiques, eclectic furnishings and art.

Getting There

To The Inn at Warner Hall
From  I-64 W take exit no. 258B for US-17 N toward Yorktown.  

Turn right onto VA-614 (Feather Bed Lane). 
Turn right onto VA-629 (Warner Hall Rd.)

Q
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Four Square Plantation
While lesser known than some of its historical neighbors, Four

Square Plantation in Smithfield has much to offer for those who
take pleasure in sipping lemonade while relaxing in one of the
porch’s Carolina rockers.

The home was built around 1693, when a family by the name of
Woodley traveled from Barbados to begin a new life in Virginia.
Trading 7,000 pounds of tobacco, the Woodleys received a 640-acre
land grant to develop a local tobacco plantation.The land measured
exactly one square mile—one mile along each of the four sides of
the square—which is how Four Square Plantation got its name.

Roger Healey and his late wife Amelia purchased the home 1994
and turned it into a bed and breakfast. “Amelia and I had previously
owned a bed and breakfast in Pennsylvania, and one day someone
unexpectedly offered to buy our property,” says Healey. “The price
was right, so we sold!”

Wanting to stay in the hospitality business, the Healeys contacted
a Virginia realtor who led them to Four Square. “We learned it was the
ancestral home of a woman my wife had considered a second mother when
she was a child,” says Healey. “The connection was so coincidental that we
were certain fate had led us here.”

Located in a peaceful rural setting, this National and Virginia Historic
Landmark stands on four shady acres along with four of its original side
buildings, including a smokehouse, dairy house, cook house and barn. The
inn is a two-story, L-shaped structure. The three guest rooms comes
equipped with amenities such as working fireplaces, private baths, satellite
TVs, easy chairs and many windows. The rooms are decorated with 17th-
century antiques as well as reproductions. Modern central air conditioning
has been installed to keep guests comfortable.

After Anne died, Roger Healey eventually married Donna, a friend
from Pennsylvania. The couple continue to meet and greet new guests
nearly every week. Both are quick to tell you about activities nearby, such

as horseback riding, golf, tennis, hunting, canoeing and bicycling. “We
even have a privately stocked pond for fishing,” says Healey, “which is sit-
uated just behind the house.”

Offered with every guest’s stay is a full country breakfast, including an
entree, fresh fruit, juice, sausage or bacon, and an occasional casserole or
quiche. There’s always a variety of jams, jellies, teas and hot chocolate.

Four Square Plantation
Innkeepers Roger and 
Donna Healey
13357 Four Square Rd. 
Smithfield, VA 23430 
757-365-0749
foursquareplantation@att.net
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The inn is a two-story, L-shaped structure. The three guest rooms comes equipped with amenities
such as working fireplaces, private baths, satellite TVs, easy chairs and many windows. 

Getting There
To Four Square Plantation

From I-64 W toward Hampton/Richmond take exit
no. 263A for US-258 (S. Mercury Blvd). 

Turn right onto Benns Church Blvd (VA-10 W). 
Turn left onto US-258 (Main St). 
Turn right onto Four Square Rd.

Q
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The Cavalier Hotel 
Located at the Oceanfront and 42nd St.,

Virginia Beach’s landmark Cavalier Hotel was
recently named to the National Trust Historic
Hotels of America, a program of the Nation-
al Trust for Historic Preservation. The 76-
year-old hotel, which overlooks the Atlantic
Ocean, opened in 1927; it continues to be
known for impeccable service and the area’s
only private beach.

According to Cliff Myers, director of sales
and marketing, The Cavalier is the only hotel
in the Hampton Roads region to make the
National Trust list, which includes only nine
other properties in Virginia. The addition of
the Cavalier to the registry brings the total number of Historic Hotels of
America to 192, including such well-known properties as the Churchill
Hotel in Washington, D.C., the Jefferson Hotel in Richmond, the Green-
brier in West Virginia and The Plaza in New York City.

The Cavalier recently completed a multimillion dollar restoration of its
guest rooms, bringing back the grace and glory of the days when the hotel
was known as the “Aristocrat of the Virginia Seashore.” The modern
rooms are much larger; two old rooms were combined into each new room.
Amenities in the historic building include 100 guest rooms, some with
Jacuzzi tubs, beginning at $139.

Set on 18 landscaped acres of gardens and private beach with indoor
and outdoor seasonal Olympic-size pools, the Cavalier offers guests a
“sunshine guarantee”—if a no-sun day occurs during a guest’s stay in June,
July or August, a gift certificate will be given for a future stay.

Named by local residents in a newspaper
contest, the original colonial-style hilltop
structure catered to a well-to-do clientele
arriving by Pullman car at the Cavalier’s own
rail stop. During World War II, the U.S.
Navy took the hotel over for use as a radar
training school, herding sailors into cleaned-
out stables and conducting classes in the
drained swimming pool. After the Navy left
the hotel, the Cavalier was restored and
became a private club. The property reopened
as a hotel in time for the 1976 tourist season.

The Cavalier has seen its share of famous
guests including seven U.S. presidents, F. Scott

Fitzgerald, Judy Garland, Will Rogers, Bette Davis, Jean Harlow, Mary
Pickford, Betty Grable and the infamous Fatty Arbuckle who would rent an
entire floor for his entourage. Hank Ketchum even drew several “Dennis the
Menace” cartoons based upon his family’s stay at The Cavalier.
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QGetting There
To The Cavalier

From I-64 E take exit no. 284A for I-264 E toward Virginia Beach.  
From I-264 take exit no. 20 for US-58. 

Turn left onto US-60 (Pacific Ave) and follow until you 
reach the hotel on your left.

At the Cavalier, the modern rooms are much larger; two old rooms were combined into each new room.
Amenities in the historic building include 100 guest rooms, some with Jacuzzi tubs, beginning at $139.

HR 38-45 TRAVEL 11_03.d  1/30/04  12:37 PM  Page 44



HamptonRoadsMonth ly .com NOVEMBER 2003   45

LIFE

A bit of tragic history includes the death of a 1929 visitor, Adolph
Coors, founder of Coors Brewery, who mysteriously plunged to his death
from a sixth floor window.The cause of his death was referred to as “acci-
dental” in most accounts, and was never determined.

The hotel also has a cache of purported hauntings: One tells of an eld-
erly black gentleman, wearing an old-style hotel uniform and standing at
the top of the sixth floor stairwell, who reportedly warns people that,
“You don’t want to go up there, there’s ghosts up there.”

There’s also a phantom cat that allegedly roams the halls prompting

calls to the front desk from irritated guests. Historically dubbed the
Aristocrat of the Virginia Seashore, the Cavalier might well be called
the cat’s meow…

The Cavalier Hotel
Oceanfront at 42nd Street
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
757-425-8555 • 888-Since27
www.cavalierhotel.com HR

Dee Dee Becker
contributed to 

this article.
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